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Communion
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CALL TO WORSHIP/ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING
For God, change can be small,
Evolutionary, atomic.
A crumbled resistance,
A slightly different direction,
A fresh idea in the middle of the night.
For God, a change can rain down like a tempest,
A flood in every street
That sweeps into our lives
With energy that does not yield
Or listen.
God is urgently waiting
To finally arrive.
God, we have been waiting for you too.
Yet you often arrive before we notice:
In the place we did not expect,
In word we did not hear.
Do not be afraid,
Your angels always say,
Right before you change a life.
You are here to change this place.
We are not afraid.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

God of Starlight and Moon Verse 1
In deep blue darkness,
Lighting a single candle
Creates only uncertainty.
Light dances around uncertain shapes,
And the dark refuses to yield its secrets.
The first candle
On our Advent wreath
Represents our first flickering glimpse
Of goodness
God has hidden
In divine darkness.
In time we will apprehend
Every blessing
Hinted from ancient prophecies
And prepared under the cover
Of deep darkness
But not yet,
Not fully.
God of the Starlight and Moon Verse 2 & 3

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
God, you have given water
Your power to end
And your capacity to nurture life again.
So, we remember the rain water that fell
On Noah and his family,
A flood that no creature
Could return to the cloud.
We remember the water of the Red Sea
That stepped aside
To let your people walk to liberation,
And swept away
The enemies of freedom.
And in Advent,
We remember
That your salvation breaks forth
Like water from a womb:
A sign that your child
Will be born to us once more,
And nothing can stop this.

In the waters of baptism,
We have been submerged
In this same powerful sign
God, pour out the water of life.
Carry us in the current
Of your irresistible will.
Pull us with the steady tide of your tenderness.
When we swim against you,
Sweep us into your mercy.
We cannot control your salvation;
Your love flows everywhere,
Even over our heads.
God, thank you for the water
That breaks the grip of the world
And erodes the edifice of sin.
Thank you for the water
that nurtures life
as it begins again.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending - Evangelical Lutheran Worship #435
Sing Along: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=suz0cQbjwm0&t=33s

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE – ELW#184
CANTICLE OF PRAISE – ELW#187

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of
our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation.
Amen.

FIRST READING – Isaiah 2:1-5 (NRSV)
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

PSALM – 122 (NRSV)
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.
For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
For the sake of my kindred and companions,
I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek to do you good.”

SECOND READING – Romans 13:11-14 (NRSV)
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside
the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING – Matthew 24:36-44 (NRSV)
The holy gospel according to Matthew
‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For
as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two
will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.
The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers – Evangelical Lutheran Worship #244
Sing Along: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Oeeo6QZd5I

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. * On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent needs of our
time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing
work. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing resources and
caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect endangered plants and animals.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor. Strengthen the
resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of Jesus’ birth. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
God of loving kindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort the grieving and
attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your care. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations in transition or conflict.
Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected
opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who now rest in you.
We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with the
prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also, with you.
Let’s share a sign of peace with one another.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING
Holy Jesus, be our guest.
For you are already here.
God is with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts in praise.
We lift them to our God.
Let us give thanks
to God for our salvation.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy God,
Once you made human kind
You could do nothing but love them.
Holy Spirit,
Once you called the prophets,
You gave them words to afflict
And words to heal,
And they could do nothing but speak them.
Holy Jesus,
Once you committed to take the human frame,
You walked the path to the end.
You did not rush through childhood
You never used your power for yourself
You faced your enemies on their terms
You taught your friends until they learned.
You allowed yourself to die
The same way you were born:
As a fragile person,
In a filthy place,
Where bare flesh and blood
Were spilled to give life.
This is rarely a kind world
But you love it anyway.
This is rarely an innocent world,
But you saved it anyway.
We are rarely peaceful people,
But you have swaddled us in peace.
We will always hunger for healing
Nurse us with grace.

While Pilate rested in his palace,
And the city of Jerusalem slept,
While the priests set their plot in motion,
The disciples sat down at the table.
The bread was on the table;
The wine was in the glass.
This was the night
For which Jesus was born.
Even if you know
This is part of God’s plan,
You might still grieve.
To say goodbye
To your closest friends,
Who do not know you will die
To end the chapter of friendship
With the one you love
Before they turn away
Even good days
Bring sadness and loss
And it was a good day
That final day
Filled with certainty and hope
When Jesus lingered at the table
And took that bread and cup.

That night,
The night in which he was betrayed,
Our Lord Jesus took Bread,
And gave thanks,
Broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup
Gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covnant in my blood,
Shed for you and for all people
For the forgiveness of sin.
Do this in remembrance of me.
At a meal like this,
We savour the food while it lasts;
We cling to love
Before we step out of reach.

And we pray
That God will give us each day
The blessing we share in this place
So, we pray as Jesus taught us.

LORD'S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Holy Spirit,
Just as you made a stable
Into a nursery fit for the sovereign of heaven,
You make this table
A holy cradle for salvation.
You fashion this bread and wine
Into the presence of Christ’s love.
And you make us
Your people,
Who can never separate from you again.
Amen.
God your heart spilt with the pain of the world,
So you left yourself in heaven
To be born a child
Like one of us.
Now bless the bread
Which is broken
So we might
Draw together as one.
People of God,
Come to the table
And encounter the God
Who waits to love you.

COMMUNION
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us Pray,

The meal has ended.
Now let the remembering begin.
Remember you have met God in this place.
Remember that no person who meets God
Can ever be the same.
We pray:
You have called us.
We have listened
You have invited us
We took our place at the table
You have sat with us
So we might follow you
Now there is nowhere else we can go,
Because you alone have the words of life.
Amen.
SENDING & BLESSING
God, we do not know the end
To which you call us.
God, let us be your servants,
Wherever this road goes.
God, you could have judged us,
But you chose us.
You have made us worthy
So we might speak your words.
You alone guide us
Down the path that leads to life.
Every other path
Is no longer a path for me.

And as you go down your path,
May…
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN
Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning – All Creation Sings #949
Sing Along: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ex6VyV8Qoqk
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the lowly.
Thanks be to God

ANNOUNCEMENTS
● The Chester Basin Band Presents: Sounds of Christmas on Sunday December 4
@ 7 p.m. St Stephen’s Anglican Church, Chester. Free-will offering in support of the
Band Building Restoration will be accepted and appreciated.
● BUDGET! There will be a budget meeting on Sunday December 11 @ 12 noon to
finalize the church budget for 2022. There are printed copies available for you at the
back of Sanctuary and the CE centre.
● St. John’s is looking for a few more Counters’ and Altar Guild volunteers for 2023.
Please give some consideration to one of these tasks. If you have any questions
please speak to Pastor Brooklynn or call the church office.
● Anyone wishing to place a Christmas Memorial, is asked to please contact the
church office by December 16.
● If you wish to donate items for Christmas Hampers please see the list of donations
that are needed on the signup sheets on the easel located in the CE Center. The
deadline is December 4.
● Mahone Inter-Church Council is hosting an Advent Service at St. John’s Lutheran
Church on Sunday November 27, 2022 starting at 6:30 p.m.
● Grocery Gift Cards will be available for pick up starting next Sunday, December 4.
● Acadia University Singers presents: Sing, My Child; Songs of Hope, Peace, Love &
Joy. Concert takes place at St. John’s Anglican Church in Lunenburg on Friday,
December 2 @ 7p.m. admission by freewill donation.
● Universal Studio’s will be here at St. John’s taking photos for the Church Photo
Directory November 28 &29.
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