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+November and December Greetings 
As we look ahead at the coming two months, I 
have started to think of Christmas traditions. 
One of my favourite Christmas traditions 
growing up was baking Christmas goodies and 
cookies with my family. We would bake a variety 
of different goodies from fudge, chocolates, 
shortbread, Cuban lunches, sugar cookies, and 
more.  
 
When we make gingersnaps, we would always 
invite my cousin over to bake with us. When we 
were in high school, one time we accidentally 
tripled the batch. We had cookies on the island 
waiting to be baked for days! In our, over 
tiredness, we started calling gingersnaps poop 
balls, because of the colour. To this day in our 
house, we call them poop balls. With its silliness, 
it has been a memory that has stayed with me all 
these years that floats into my head every 
Christmas and brings me joy. 
 
With the coming Advent and Christmas season, 
how do you prepare? What are the traditions 
that help you celebrate the love, joy, peace, and 
hope that Christ brings us this Advent and 
Christmas season? 
                                   Cheers, Pastor Brooklynn 
 

PS: Here is the recipe we use in case you want to 
make gingersnaps.    
 

   
 
Recipe: Gingersnaps   

¾ cup hard margarine or butter, softened  

2 tsp baking soda  

1 cup granulated sugar  

2 tsp ground ginger  

1 large egg  

1 tsp ground cinnamon  

½ cup fancy molasses  

½ tsp salt 



 2 ½ cups all‐purpose flour  

¼ cup granulated sugar, approx.  
 

Cream margarine and first amount of sugar in large 

bowl. Add egg. Beat well. Add molasses. Beat until 

smooth.  
 

Combine next 5 ingredients in medium bowl. Add 

to margarine mixture in 2 additions, mixing well 

after each addition until no dry flour remains. 
 

 Roll into 1 inch (2.5 cm) balls. Roll each ball in 

second amount of sugar in a small bowl until 

coated. Arrange about 2 inches (5cm) apart on 

greased cookie sheets. Bake in 350 deg oven for 

about 10 minutes until just firm. Let stand on cookie 

sheet for about 5 minutes before removing to wire 

racks to cool. Makes about 7 ½ dozen (90) cookies. 

 
+ Seasonal Crafter’s Market 
St. John’s is hosting a Crafter’s Market as a 
fundraiser. Please join us Saturday, November 5, 
2022, from 10:00am-4:00pm for some shopping. 
Come on down and support local vendors and do 
some Christmas shopping! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ All Saints Sunday 
On Sunday, November 6, 2022, at 11 a.m., we will 
pause to give thanks for those families, friends 
and loved ones who have passed before us and 
the saints that are still living. During service, we 
will share in a time of meaningful remembrance, 
the ringing of bells and an opportunity to light 
candles in memory of loved ones. 

 
+ Remembrance Day Service 
Our community Remembrance Day service will 
be held at 9am on November 11, 2022, at the St. 
James Anglican Church, Mahone Bay. This service 
will be followed by the 11:00am Cenotaph 
service in Mahone Bay.  

+ Christmas Yard and Bake Sale 
A Christmas Yard & Bake Sale will be held from 
9:00am to 3:00pm on Saturday, November 26, 
2022. Christmas decorations will be for sale 
along with a bake sale and pictures with Father 
Christmas. Father Christmas pictures will take 
place from 10:00am to 1:00pm. Pets are 
welcome to come for pictures too! 
 

Gently used Christmas decor would be greatly 
appreciated. Donations can be dropped off at the 
church Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 
9:00am- 2:00pm until December 15, 2022. 

 
+Christmas Cookie Making Workshop 
Come make cookies and enjoy fellowship Friday 
afternoon November 25, 2022, starting at 
1:30pm. The cookies we make will be sold at the 
bake sale the following day! Bring your aprons 
and come ready to bake. 
 

+Endowment Update 
Endowment Update:  
Anyone who has investments understands how 
the markets have not been kind this year. All 
investments are down and the best we can do is 
look at the statement and set it aside. It will 
recover once the world situation starts to 
recover.  Our 100,000 investment with CIBC is 
currently sitting at a value of 87,367 and our 
ELFEC 25,000 is sitting at a value of 22,857. We 
still have a total of $326,189 in the two CIBC 
accounts. Our large account that has 238,828 in 
it has a lot of bank stocks so has taken less of a 
beating. We have, however, had to take more 
money out of the investment to date this year 
than we normally do in an entire year. We have 
started taking 1500 a month from the 
investment on a regular basis to pay for pastor 
expenses.  
 

The bright side to it all is we have the money to 
draw from and that is an option most churches 
do not have. I know money is tight, but if we 
could give even $5.00 more a week it would 
make a difference. Winter is coming and fuel 
costs will be higher with the cost of oil.  
 

The best thing to do in the current market 
situation is to sit tight. History shows us they will 
recover eventually. God’s blessings to each of 
you.     Melinda Kerwin  



+Choir &  Handbells  
We are very excited to announce that October 
saw the return of our Thursday Choir & Handbell 
group. Choir practice is every Thursday at 
6:30pm led by Rebecca Rock. Hand-bell practice 
begins at 7:45 p.m lead by Gale Lohnes. 
Anyone who may be interested in joining these 
musical groups is asked to speak to the directors.  
Welcome Back!!!  
 

+Mother-Daughter Choir  
The Mother-Daughter choir is returning but may 
look a bit different this year. The group will be 
performing in a Christmas Service on Sunday, 
December 18 at 11:00am. If you are interested in 
joining the Mother-Daughter Choir please speak 
to Leslee Barry.  
 
The practice times will be as follows: 
 
Sunday, November 20-6:30pm-8:30pm 
Sunday, November 27-TBA 
Sunday, December 4-6:30pm-8:30pm 
Sunday, December 11-6:30pm-8:30pm 
 

+ Out of the Blue Advent Series 
Our four-week advent series is brought to us 
from Barn Geese Worship! You are invited to join 
the flow of an Advent season that sweeps us off 
our feet, carries us forward, and invites us to join 
God in God’s creative work. We’ll trace God’s 

plans for justice and peace with the genealogy of 

Jesus and the witness of the saints who followed 

him. We’ll be surprised by a thicket of new shoots 

from the stump of Jesse. We’ll find God beguiling 

us by inviting us to imagine something new, 

regardless of what came before. And if we’re 

worried about the future and afraid of letting go of 

the familiar outlines of our lives, God will meet us 

there too.  Advent begins November 27 –December 

18. 

 

+ Christmas Hampers 
Our Christmas Hamper campaign will be 
facilitated again this year by Rebecca Rock. 
Families will be selected in consultation with 
local agencies. Donation sign-up sheets will be 
posted starting November 6, 2022, and run until 
December 5, 2022. Please have your donations to 
the church by Dec 20, 2022. Christmas Hampers 

will be delivered on Friday, December 23, 2022. 
Thanking you in advance for your continued 
support of this worthwhile cause.  
 

 
+ Christmas Decoration Set Up 
After Sunday service on November 20, 2022, stay 
and help decorate the church for Christmas. We 
will need help putting the trees up, garland, and 
more! 
 

+ Interchurch Advent Service 
The Mahone Bay Inter-Church Council is hosting 
an Advent service on Sunday, November 27, 
2022 at 6:30 pm at St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 

 
+ Grocery Gift Cards 
Orders for the next Grocery Gift Card fundraiser 
are due to David Eisnor by Sunday, November 
20, 2022. Remember that you can place your 
order early - and cheques postdated for Sunday, 
November 20th are welcome! For more 
information, or if you have questions, please 
speak with David.   
 

+ 2023 Budget Meeting 
The 2023 Congregational Budget Meeting will be 
held on Sunday, December 4, 2022, following the 
service. Thank you to the Budget Committee for 
their diligent work in preparing our budget for 
the upcoming year. 

 
 



+ Christmas Memorials 
Anyone wishing to arrange a Christmas 
Memorial is asked to please contact the church 
office by December 16, 2022. 

 
+Blue Christmas Service 
Join us Wednesday, December 14, 2022, at 
6:30pm for a Blue Christmas Service at St. John’s. 
All are welcome to attend. 

“For the most part, Christmas is a time of 
celebration and joy. For many, however, this is a 
difficult time of year. Many people are carrying 
significant weights: grief, loss, depression, anxiety, 
financial stress, unemployment, uncertainty, aging 
parents, sick children, recent diagnoses, unknown 
illnesses. The public tone of the season does not 
resonate with many people’s private experience. 
The shape of worship offered here begins by 
gathering in honesty about grief and hearing the 
consolation found in God’s presence and love.” –

Advent Unwrapped  

 

+The Mother-Daughter Choir presents 
“Christmas Song and Stories” 
On Sunday, December 18, 2022, at 11:00am for 
the last Sunday in Advent, we will host a 
Christmas Song and Stories Service where we 
will hear music from the Mother Daughter Choir, 
the Handbell Choir, and a children’s choir! Come 
worship and enjoy the gift of music and song! 

 
+Christmas Eve Service 
Please join us for a night of celebration, music, 
hope, and faith where we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus and sing hope into the future. 
 
St. John’s will hold a Christmas Eve service at 
8:00 p.m. on December 24, 2022, and we are 
excited to have multiple musical guests! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note, there will be no regular Sunday 
service on Sunday, December 25, 2022.  

 
+Lessons and Carols Service 
Worship on Sunday, January 1, 2023, will be a 
service of lessons and carols as we continue our 
Christmas celebration! 

 
+ Winter Term Adult Education 
Join us for a winter education series on death 
and dying on Tuesdays, at 6:30 beginning 
January 10. The series is a five-week series with 
guest speakers!  
 
“In our society, we often tend to side step 
conversations dealing with death and dying. It 
seems too surreal or morbid for some. But as 
people of faith, we need to have this exact 
conversation. We are resurrection people who 
always point to resurrection that comes from 
death.”-In Sure and Certain Hope 
 
Week 1-January10-End of Life Decisions and 
Advanced Directives 
Week 2-January 17 -What is Hospice Care? 
Week 3-January 24- Funeral and Burial 
planning 
Week 4-January 24Liturgical Planning for your 
funeral 
Week 5- January 31-Debrief and Movie 
 
Interested in coming, but do not like driving in 
the dark? Talk to Pastor Brooklynn about being 
picked up/dropped off.  

 
+ Mission Grants 
The Council is excited to announce that St. John’s 
has been awarded two mission grants.  
 

The first grant of $5000 is for Common Table. 
This grant will help revive this ministry and 
better equip the kitchen! 
 

The second grant of $10,000 is for a Leadership, 
Education and Speaker Series. Our aim is to 
create a speaker series over the coming year that 
will bring in guest speakers to expand our 
thinking, understanding and way of knowing. We 
are looking at getting speakers for a variety of 
topics from unconscious bias, affordable housing, 
mental health, faith, Islam, and much more. 



 

+ Lay Leadership 
Join us the Synod on November 14th for our 
rescheduled gathering to lift up the gifts of lay 
leaders in worship and community life. We are 
pleased to welcome Pat Lovell, Margie Carver 
and Laurie Knott as panelists as we reflect on 
how the shape and identity of our congregations 
continues to evolve in this continuing time of 
pandemic and recovery. What does that mean for 
each of us and our congregational settings? We 
look forward to seeing you there! 

 
+ Universal Portrait Studio 
It has been 7 years since St. John's has put out a 
Photo Directory.  We are happy to announce that 
in November, Universal Portrait Studios will be 
coming to St. John's to put together a 
Congregational Photo Directory.      
 
Universal Portrait Studios brings families 
together for professional portraits while 
delivering 
high -quality Pictorial Church Directories.  This is 
a wonderful opportunity to bring your family 
together for a Family Keepsake Portrait and will 
allow you to hand down something special to 
upcoming generations.  Free Portrait Retouching 
is available with your purchase. 
 
Everyone that participates will receive a FREE 
photo directory.  To arrange your booking please 
call toll free 1 888 769 7339 or book on line 
using the link: https://booknow.appointment-
plus.com/73x5j3rg/.  If you require any 
assistance please call the church office. 
Universal Portrait Studios will be at St. John's 
starting November 28, 2022. 

 
+Communion Bread 
In October, a few of us made communion bread 
together! Over the next few communion Sundays 
we will be using the bread we made for 
communion. In the New Year, we will host 
another afternoon where we will learn to make 
communion bread! 
 

 
 
 

+Blessing of the Pets 
In October, we held the blessing of pets! It was a 

wonderful service where we gave thanks and praise 

for all the pets and animals in our lives! We even 

did a few blessings of pets through pictures for 

people and animals who were not able to make in-

person. 

 

 
 
 
+Home Visits 
If you would like a home visit or know of 
someone who would like a visit please contact 
Pastor Brooklynn via telephone 902-298-7931 
or email pastorbrooklynn@gmail.com.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+ Joy Journal 
Birthday greetings are extended to the 
following: 
Nov 2  Rebecca McDow 
  Ethan Frowd 
  Joanne Zimmer 
Nov 4  Gerry Bowles 
  Gary Wentzell 
Nov 6  Lucas Kelley 
Nov 9  Charlie Strong 
Nov 17 Karl Nauss 
Nov 18 Cameron Joudrey 
Nov 21 Peter Demone 
  Courtney Lohnes 
Nov 24 Sara MacKinnon 
Nov 28 John Kerwin 
Nov 30 David Barry 
  Lori Knickle 
Dec 5   Amy Wamboldt  
  Rachel Winchcombe  
Dec 7   Marilyn Wentzell  
Dec 8   Wade Ernst  
Dec 12  Holly Snook  
Dec 14  Brian Andrews  
Dec 16  Jason Mailman  
  Sophie Marriott  
Dec 28  Nicholas Lowe 
Dec 31  Cheryl Nauss   
 
If your birthday is missing and you would like it 
add to the Joy Journal let Kelly know. 
 

+ Stay Connected! 
Are you a member of the Atlantic Ministry Area - 
Lutheran ELCIC Facebook page? 
(@atlanticlutherans) This page posts events 
offered by Lutheran churches across the Atlantic 
Ministry Area. The posted events are your 
invitation to attend.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church + November 2022 
 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

2 
 

3 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
6:30 - Choir 
7:45pm – Handbells 
 

4 
 
9am-2pm - Office 

5 
 
Seasonal Crafter’s 
Market 
10am-4pm 

6 
All Saints Sunday 

11am- Worship 
(Service of the Word)    
 

7 
 

8 
 

9am-2pm – Office 
 

9 
 

2:30pm – Mahone 
Nursing Home  
Service 

10 
 

9am-2pm – Office 
6:30 - Choir 
Handbells Cancelled 

11 
 

9:00a.m.-
Remembrance Day 
Service @ 
St. James Anglican 
Office Closed 
 

12 
 

13  
 
11am – Worship 
(Communion)   
 
 

14 
 

 

15 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
6pm- Budget 
&Council Mtg.  
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

9am-2pm – Office 
10am – Clergy Mtg.  
6:30 - Choir 
7:45pm - Handbells 

18 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

19 
 
 

20 
11am – Worship 
(Service of the Word)  
12:15pm-Christmas 
Decorating 
6:30pm-8:30pm – 
Mother-Daughter 
Choir  
Grocery Gift Cards Due 

21 22 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
6:30 - Choir 
7:45pm - Handbells 

25 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
1:30pm-Christmas 
Cookie Making 

26 

 
9:00am-3pm 
Christmas Yard & 
Bake Sale  
10:00am-1pm - 
Pictures with Father 
Christmas 
 
 

27 
First Sunday in 

Advent 
11am-Worshp 
(Communion)   
6:30- Inter-Church 
Advent Service 
TBA -Mother 
Daughter Choir  

 

28 
 
 

29 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

30 
 
 

Updates to the November/December Calendar will be announced in our 
weekly church bulletin.  

Please contact the church office with any questions or for additional 
information about these notices. 

Announcements for the January/February newsletter are due to the 
church office by December 20, 2022. 

 
 



 
 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church + December 2022 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 

  1 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
6:30 - Choir 
7:45pm - Handbells 

2 
 
9am-2pm - Office 

3 
 

4 
Second Sunday in 

Advent 
11am- Worship 
(Service of the Word)   
12:15pm -Budget 
Meeting 
6:30pm-8:30pm – 
Mother-Daughter 
Choir 
 

5 
 

6 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
6:30 - Choir 
7:45pm - Handbells 

9 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

10 
 

11 
Third Sunday in 

Advent 
11am – Worship 
(Communion)   
6:30pm-8:30pm – 
Mother-Daughter 
Choir 
 

12 
 

 

13 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
7pm-St. John’s 
Council Mtg.  
 

14 
 
2:30 p.m. – Mahone 
Nursing Home Service 
6:30pm - Blue 
Christmas Service  

15 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
10am – Clergy Mtg.  
6:30 - Choir 
7:45pm - Handbells 

16 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

17 
 
 

18 
Fourth Sunday in 

Advent 
11am–  Christmas 
Mother-Daughter 
Christmas Songs and 
Stories  

19 20 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

23 
 
9am-2pm – Office 
 

24 
 
Christmas Eve 
Service 8pm 
 

25 
 

Christmas Day 
No Sunday Service 

 

26 27 
 
Office Closed 

 

Pastor Brooklynn Off 

28 
 
Office Closed 
 
Pastor Brooklynn Off 

29 
 
Office Closed 
 
Pastor Brooklynn Off 

30 
 
Office Closed 
 
Pastor Brooklynn Off 

31 

 
Updates to the November/December Calendar will be announced in our weekly church bulletin.  

Please contact the church office with any questions or for additional information about these notices. 
Announcements for the January/February newsletter is due to the church office by December 20, 2022. 


