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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sunday, September 4, 2022
Service of the Word
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
CALL TO WORSHIP (taken from Season of Creation Resource)
We gather in the name of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of the Earth and all creatures!
Praise be to the Holy Trinity! God is sound and life, Creator of the Universe, Source of all life, whom the angels
sing; wondrous Light of all mysteries known or unknown to humankind, and life that lives in all.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

GATHERING HYMN
O God beyond All Praising- Evangelical Lutheran Worship #880
Sing Along: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYHBodxmbhY

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and
ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING – Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (NRSV)
See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of
the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and
observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the
Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you
do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall
perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven
and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose
life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him;
for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God

PSALM – 1 (NRSV)
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper,
It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

SECOND READING – Philemon 1-21 (NRSV)
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the
church in your house:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your love for all the saints and
your faith towards the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive
all the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love,
because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet I would rather appeal
to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I
am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly
he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own
heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my
imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed
might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a
while, so that you might have him back for ever, no longer as a slave but as more than a slave, a beloved
brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has wronged you in any
way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it.
I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the
Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do
even more than I say.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL READING – Luke 14:25-33 (NRSV)
The holy gospel according to Luke
Now large crowds were travelling with him; and he turned and said to them, ‘Whoever comes to me and does
not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to
build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him,
saying, “This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what king, going out to wage war against
another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who
comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not
give up all your possessions.
The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON – Pastor Brooklynn Lane

HYMN OF THE DAY
O Jesus, I Have Promised - Evangelical Lutheran Worship #810
Sing Along: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOWQ-xx0vsE
APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. * On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Loving God, even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she places her
young near Your altar. You are attentive to all you have made.
God, who listens to every living thing, Help us listen as you do.
Loving God, help us provide refuge to every animal and plant with whom we live. Help us be attentive to all you
have made. God, in whom all creation subsists, Help us listen as you do.
Loving God, when Jesus cried out and gave up his Spirit, the earth shook and the rocks split. You are known
by the whole of creation that listens to you. God, to whom all creation responds, Help us respond to you.
Loving God, help us hear and know you just as the earth and rocks do. Help us to learn from the way in which
we see creation recognise your glorious beauty. God, to whom all creation responds, Help us respond to
you.
Loving God, you are present in your creation and seek to heal her wounds. You can be found walking in the
garden. Open our eyes to see you, the gardener. God, who is present with your creation, Help us be present
too.
Loving God, we often abandon your creation and cause its wounds. Help us to follow in your footsteps and
learn to walk in the garden like you. God, who is present with your creation, Help us be present too.
Loving God, who hears every voice, knows each cry of injustice, and is attentive to the suffering of the earth:
teach us to listen. Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may
listen to the world you have created and not close ourselves off from it. Reveal to us the ways in which we
have failed to hear your voice in how we treat the earth. God, who listens to every living thing, Help us listen
as you do. Amen

PEACE
If we are in Christ, we are becoming a new creation.
We see God around us. We see God within us. We give thanks to our Creator.
Let us show the caring nature you have instilled within us by greeting each other as a sign of God’s justice of
peace, love, forgiveness and grace. The peace of our Creator be with you in all things. And also with you.
You are invited to care and share peace with your neighbor, and speak a word of peace to the land in which
you gather, and the creatures who share this common home.

OFFERATORY PRAYER
Living God,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER (ELW p. 191)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
THANKSGIVING FOR THE EARTH
Remember the fruits of the earth, for sowing and for harvest.
Remember the dew of the air.
Remember the downcoming of the rains and the waters and the rivers.
Remember the plants and the blooms of every year.
Remember the safety of humans and of animals and of me, your sinful servant.
For the rain, the wind of the sky, seed, plants, the fruit of the trees and also the vineyards, and for every tree in
the entire world, We are grateful.
For the Holy Trinity who brings us to perfection in safety and peace, forgives us our sins, brings us up
according to their measure that we may grow and prosper through your grace, who makes the face of the earth

to rejoice, waters her furrows, lets her grain be abundantly multiplied and makes ready her seed-time and
harvest, We give You thanks.

BENEDICTION /BLESSING
May God who established the dance of creation,
Who marvelled at the lilies of the field,
Who transforms chaos to order,
Lead us to transform our lives and the Church
To listen to the voice of all creatures,
That reflect God’s glory in creation.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
Will You Come and Follow Me - Evangelical Lutheran Worship #798
Sing Along: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJURRVswwEg

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Jesus is with you!
Thanks be to God!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

● Walking Group: Please join Pastor Brooklynn Wednesday mornings @ 9:30. Meet
at the front of the church for a leisurely walk and fellowship. All are Welcome!
● Choir & Handbell Practice will begin Thursday October 13. Choir will be at 6:30
pm and Handbells will follow at 7:45pm. If you have any questions or inquiries please
speak to Rebecca or Gale.

● Trinity United will be holding a Yard Sale on Saturday September 17 from 9-1.

● Orders for the next Grocery Gift Card fund raiser are due to David Eisnor by
Sunday, September 25.
● Yard Sale: St. John’s will be holding a yard sale on Saturday September 24th and we
are looking for volunteers. If you are able to set up/work the day of the sale please
contact Melinda Kerwin at 902 527 7970 or call the church office at your earliest
convenience. If you are wondering what you can contribute to the sale, we are looking
for Gift Cards (minimum of $25.00) to use as ticket items, preferably from Sobeys,
Loblaw’s or a gas station. The gift cards are be passed to Kelly or put in the drop box
outside the church on or before September 15th please. Thanking you in advance for
your support of this fund raiser.
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