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A worshipping, loving, and welcoming community
joyfully sharing God's gifts!
In 2016, together we have joyfully shared in the unfolding story of God's love as told through
the Christian year: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. We rejoiced
in the varied gifts which have woven a rich worship tapestry such as the annual Passion
Cantata and our Sunday School Pageant. We participated in ecumenical worship through
the Mahone Bay Interchurch Council, and partnered closely with bordering Lutheran
congregations to better share the gifts of our community. We have supported the gift of
music at St. John's through our choirs, handbell groups, rich organ music, Manna, and
visiting musicians who have offered their gifts to the glory of God.
Over the past twelve months, together we have loved our neighbors by supporting agencies
such as Canadian Lutheran World Relief, the Mahone Bay Refugee Support initiative, the
Mahone Bay & Area Food Bank, as well as Big Brothers & Big Sisters. We have continued
our Christmas Food Hamper program, partnered with the Mother & Daughter Choir as well
as the Tea & Biscuits Choir in support of area Food Banks, and have responded with
compassion when emergency relief has been needed. Our prayer blanket ministry
continued to support members of our community, and at Christmas and Easter we delivered
pots of flowers along with our prayerful best wishes to many of our neighbours. We have
joyfully, and faithfully, participated in wider church ministries beyond our walls through
regular support of Lutheran Camp MushAMush, the Eastern Synod, the ELCIC National
Church, Lutheran Campus Ministry, Hospital Chaplaincy, and Waterloo Lutheran Seminary.

This year, together we have welcomed in excess of 1,000 visitors to St. John's over the
summer tourist season, and after a fresh coat of paint and several minor repairs our
steeple continues to stand as a beacon of welcome along the peaceful shores of our
community. We have opened the doors of our church to visiting musicians, travelling
cycling groups, journeying youth from across Canada, students in need of rehearsal
space, as well as guests on Sunday mornings. In August we welcomed members and
friends to our Annual Parish Weekend retreat, and a growing number of children continue
to participate in our Sunday School and evening outreach events. St. John's continues to
be a place of welcome for those who observe life's milestones: baptisms, weddings,
funerals; and our Christian Education Centre continues to host meetings, receptions,
recitals, and celebrations of all sorts. We have planned and facilitated a number of
fellowship opportunities such as teas, pancake suppers, educational events, markets,
craft nights, and training seminars. We continue to share our gift of space with community
agencies, groups, and individuals.
Together, we have shared the many varied and abundant gifts with which we have been
entrusted for the sake of the gospel. Without each member, friend and visitor, the depth of
our outreach in 2016 wouldn't have been possible. As you review this donation receipt,
please receive with it our heartfelt gratitude for your part in the wider ministry of St. John's
Evangelical Lutheran Church. In 2016, and together, we have truly been a worshipping,
loving, and welcoming community that has joyfully shared God's gifts!
Thank you, and thanks be to God!
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